
 

  JUNE 2015  

  Bookmobile Every Thursday 10-11:15am 

    2   Town Commission Special Meeting 6:30pm 

 15   Regular Commission Meeting 7pm                                  

 17  Code Compliance Hearing 2pm 

   21   Father’s Day 

   23   P&Z Meeting 7pm  
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 JULY 2015 

 1   Development Review Committee 2pm 

 4   Independence Day 

15  Code Compliance Hearing 2pm 

20  Regular Commission Meeting 7pm    

28  P & Z Meeting 7pm     

Dear Neighbors,   

 

As summer begins, the Town Commission has quite a bit of work to do over the warm months.  

 

Some of the major issues before for the Commission for consideration are as follows: emergency medical services, po-

lice union negotiations, undergrounding power lines, budget preparation and utility taxes, community center usage and 

fees, and much more.  I encourage everyone to attend Town meetings, or participate remotely via our new GoToMeeting 

dial-in number.  

 

Regarding our EMS provider, the Commission is evaluating the best option for our Town. The City of Riviera Beach has 

been providing EMS service for many years, and the Town has been very pleased with the level of service provided.  As 

we began negotiations to renew our contract with Riviera Beach, it became clear that we would be facing a huge increase 

in cost for EMS service (close to 80%).  In looking at our options, we sought proposals from two private companies, and 

began to investigate bringing the services in-house.  The first priority is always level of service, and it quickly became 

clear that not only can we improve our level of service by significantly cutting our response time; we can do it for less.   

 

Having an ambulance and two additional firefighter paramedics in the Town will dramatically reduce response time, 

which in many cases can be the difference between life and death.  Our personnel (paramedics and EMTs) have been 

acting as first responders for almost two years.  Obtaining the necessary licensing and equipment will allow them to pro-

vide advanced life support, which will greatly improve the quality of service to our citizens and the adjacent community.   

We have had documented incidents in the past where advanced life support care has been delayed to our Town, and hav-

ing an advanced life support ambulance staffed with paramedics will reduce any potential delay when seconds count in a 

life threatening emergency.  

 

Budgeting will once again present challenges given that our property values only increased by 1.29%, unlike most local 

municipalities which saw up to a 30% increase.  During the budget process the Commission will be focused on maintain-

ing the level of service, continuing the much needed capital improvement plan, while balancing the budget and maintain-

ing a healthy fund balance.  As always, please stay informed and participate in this process.  It is one of the most im-

portant tasks we perform on an annual basis.   
 
Very sincerely, 

John M. Workman, Mayor 



 

 

                  

 

                     
 

TRAFFIC MATTERS… 
 

In Florida the bicycle is legally defined as a vehicle, and the bicyclist is a driver.  Bicyclists have the same rights to the 

roadways, and must obey the same traffic laws as the drivers of other vehicles. These laws include stopping for stop signs 

and red lights, riding with the flow of traffic, using lights at night, yielding the right-of-way when entering a roadway, and 

yielding to pedestrians in crosswalks. There is only one road, and it is up to bicyclists and motorists to treat each other 

with care and respect. Adherence to the law is the foundation for this respect, but the law itself is simply a codification of 

the rules of movement that make all road users predictable to one another.  

 

Although it’s not in our jurisdiction, do you sometimes feel that you have to wait a long time for the light to 

change at Lake Drive and Blue Heron Boulevard when waiting to turn East or West?  I often see a single car 

waiting for quite a while at the light.  That wait time is extended because the sensor for the traffic signal 

doesn’t register the waiting vehicle because it has stopped too far forward of the sensor, and is actually in the 

pedestrian crosswalk. Try it; you’ll see what I mean.  

 

 POLICE CHIEF, Duncan Young 

 FIRE CHIEF, Randy Walker 

 PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR, Alan Welch 

With Hurricane season starting on June 1st, the Palm Beach Shores Volunteer Fire Department offers these 

suggestions to assist you in protecting yourself and your family after a severe storm or hurricane.  

 

Assume all wires on the ground are electrically charged, and do not attempt to move or get in close proximity to them. 

Downed wires can energize the ground around them.  If you smell or hear leaking gas, leave the structure immediately 

and leave the doors open for ventilation. 

 

If you are using a generator, make sure it is located outdoors in a well ventilated area to prevent a build up of carbon 

monoxide fumes. These fumes are odorless and can quickly overwhelm you.  Use the appropriate size and type of power 

cords to carry the electrical load.  Overloaded cords can overheat and cause a fire. 

 

Use a flashlight instead of candles for emergency lighting.  Smoke alarms may be dependent on your home’s electrical 

service and could be inoperative during a power outage.  Check to see if your smoke alarms use a battery back-up, and 

ensure a new battery is installed. 

 

When clearing fallen trees and limbs, do not be a victim of a chain saw accident.  If in doubt, leave the work to profes-

sionals.  If there is a fire hydrant near your home, keep it clear of debris for easy access by the fire department if needed. 

 

On a separate note, several of our firefighters have been attending additional training to enhance our water rescue capa-

bilities.  Being on the south tip of an island with, our personnel understand the importance of this training.  The training 

and equipment needs were paid for with a grant from the Fleming Family Foundation. 

National Public Works Recognition Week (May 19 - 25) 

 

Every day, Public Works provides core services fundamental to basic public needs such as water, waste management, 

transportation, flood mitigation, facilities maintenance, and much more. That is what we do. 

 

Now let me tell you who we are.  We are dedicated to providing above and beyond services to Palm Beach Shores, and 

we all take great pride in our work.  Our team stays citizen focused and solution minded by investing time, energy and 

resources to being proactive in maintaining and improving our services to the Town.  Most of all, we consistently strive 

to recognize and value both the community we serve, and one another. 

 

As your Public Works Director, I ask you to remember the importance not just of what we do, but more importantly, 

who we are.   



 

 
 
 

Out of Town or not able to make the Town meetings?  

Now you can…  

Stay home and stay connected via “GoToMeeting”!! 

 

At the recent May 18, 2015 Commission Workshop, the 

Mayor and Town staff implemented a new aspect to our 

meetings.  “Go to Meeting” is an online service to enable 

anyone to listen in to the various Town meetings, and it is 

really simple to use: “GoToMeeting” will provide a link for 

each meeting to access the meeting from your computer, 

tablet, and smartphone! Or, phone in using a telephone 

number and access code which is also provided! 

 

Once the meeting is scheduled, we will send instructions 

for that meeting via an email blast and also post it on the 

Town’s website and bulletin boards, along with the Agenda 

for that meeting.  We hope you will find this new service to 

be beneficial and effective, especially for you “snow birds” 

who fly away for the summer months!! 

 
 TOWN MANAGER, Cindy Lindskoog 

Welcome Samantha Cameron!! 

We are happy to introduce the 

newest member of the town hall 

Administrative staff!  Samantha 

aka “Sam” joined the team April 

30th as our Building Department 

Coordinator, and is already prov-

ing to be a valuable addition to 

town hall. Her young spirit and 

positive attitude is a complement 

to her co-worker, Gaudy Quesada. 

The two of them share an energy which is felt the moment 

you come into town hall.  Sam has brought valuable build-

ing department knowledge and experience she gained 

from working with other municipalities.  She is also deter-

mined to advance and grow the Building Department, and 

is passionate about seeing projects through to a successful 

completion.  Stop in and say “hello!”  

 TOWN CLERK, Evyonne Browning 

Hurricane Frances 2004 

Inlet Park 

In follow-up to Chief Walker’s article regarding Hurricane season, I offer the following thoughts.  Many times we be-

come complacent until reminded about things, thus we are placing extra emphasis on past and potential future danger 

and destruction that goes along with summer in Florida.      
 

The Town’s main goal is to protect life and property in the event of a hurricane.  We have a formal Hurricane Plan 

which includes pre-storm and active-storm strategies, evacuation and re-entry procedures, and other necessary opera-

tional procedures.  Please understand that although you may be inconvenienced in the event of a storm, the Town’s first 

priority and responsibility is public safety.  To do your part you need to build an emergency kit, make a family commu-

nication plan, learn evacuation routes, evacuate when advised, and secure your home.    
 

If you will be in Town, please dust off your Hurricane Re-Entry Pass for access to the Island, or if you don’t have one 

yet, please pick one up at our Police Department.  These passes are issued to minimize access to our Town, especially 

when we may be without power and are most vulnerable.   
 

For those of us that were here during past storms, we should remember the strength of Mother Nature; the pictures be-

low were all taken here in Palm Beach Shores.  For those that haven't had that experience…consider yourself fore-

warned and remember, stay informed and stay safe.   

Hurricane Wilma 2005 

Parkway 
Hurricane Sandy 2012 

Beach Walkover 
Hurricane Jeanne 2004 

Ocean 



 

WRITE:  If you have any concerns or just want 
your voice to be heard, you can write your 
Commissioners at the following email address-
es: 
 

Mayor John M. Workman 
  jworkman@pbstownhall.org 

Vice Mayor Myra Koutzen 
  mkoutzen@pbstownhall.org 

Commissioner Lisa A. Tropepe 
  ltropepe@pbstownhall.org 

Commissioner Roby DeReuil 
  robyd@bellsouth.net 

Commissioner Thomas R. Sullivan 
  tsullivan1371@att.net 

  
You can also write or call:  
      247 Edwards Lane, 844-3457 or 

e-mail to:  news@pbstownhall.org 
or visit our website at: palmbeachshoresfl.us 

Town of Palm Beach Shores 

247 Edwards Lane 

Palm Beach Shores, FL 33404 

Mayor John Workman, Commissioner Lisa Tropepe, Commissioner 
Thomas Sullivan, Vice Mayor Myra Koutzen, Commissioner Roby 

DeReuil 

      PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

                      Myra Koutzen 
 
 

Thank you to all of the loyal POA members who made our annual 

spring beach cleanup such a success.  We had the largest turnout 

since I've been organizing the event and found all kinds of wacky 

trash!   

 

We are collecting nominations for the POA Board for next year.  I 

am going to retire as President at the end of this year so send your 

ideas for new POA leadership.  It is such a fun way to meet your 

neighbors and to contribute to our beloved town.   

       SEASIDERS NEWS 

      
  Thank you to the members & community for another great season!   

Our meetings and community service projects will resume in the Fall 

 

We are looking forward to our  65th Birthday Celebration in January! 

    

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy summer!  

Update to Beach Parking Pass Procedures  

 

Resident parking stickers will be available in Town Hall 

beginning  June 1st.  The procedure for distribution of 

Resident guest passes has changed to ensure they cannot 

be reproduced.  Our police officers will be on the look-

out for reproductions, and will take action accordingly.   

 

Additionally, you will need to bring proof of residency and don’t 

forget your vehicle information (including license plate #).   

 

Stickers and guest passes are still $10 each.  Please get yours and 

enjoy the beach!   
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